Rubidium-strontium age of the bosumtwi crater area, ghana, compared with the age of the ivory coast tektites.
Rocks from the vicinity of Bosumtwi crater, Ghana, and a repre-sentative collection of Ivory Coast tektites have been analyzed mass spectrometrically for rubidium, strontium, and strontium isotopic composition. The data from the rocks of the crater area yield an age of 1.97 x 10(9) years (lambda(gb) = 1.47 chi 10(-11) year(-1)). The data for the Ivory Coast tektites fall on this isochron. This identity of age values for the Ivory Coast tektites and the Birrimian basement rocks of West Africa strongly supports the hypothesis of terrestrial formation for these tektites. The evidence available at present suggests that the Ivory Coast tektites are most probably the fusion products of meteoritic impact at the Bosumtwi crater site.